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COVID 19 Effects on Police Officers
Corona Virus also is known as COVID 19, is a new, highly infectious disease that was recently discovered. It sprouted from Wuhan, China, in December 2019. The Coronavirus causes the disease, and until now, there is no known vaccine.  The virus is transmitted through droplets from an infectious person when they sneeze, exhale, or cough. These droplets, however, cannot hang in the air, and therefore they fall on surfaces. For transmission to occur, an infected person ought to be in proximity with a non-infected person.  A non-infected person will, therefore, catch the virus when they touch a surface that is contaminated or by breathing in air that has the virus. 
Various ways can help reduce infection of the Coronavirus; Thoroughly cleaning hands with soap and running water, maintaining a social distance of at least a meter, wearing a mask when in an open place, self-quarantine when one is unwell, staying at home if a person feels unwell and calling the hospital for pick up when one suspects that they could have the virus (Drake & Altheimer, 2020). The primary duty of police officers is to maintain law and order. In this season, order paramount. Police officers are critical at implementing social distance law to curb the spread of infection. Social distance should be maintained in public places when people are in malls and banking halls. It should also be kept in the streets, and people should not walk in groups. When they are helping individuals to observe the one-meter social distance rule, police officers can also be creating awareness to the general public on the importance of adhering to this directive.
  	Social gatherings are discouraged in this season, although some people may heed to this call, some will defy. It is now a crime to be out in public places with no genuine reason. Police officers are working round the clock to make sure that people are staying at home and arresting those who are out to break this law (Costa-Cabral et al., 2020). Those who violate the law are fined on the spot and risk being arrested. This new measure helps in reducing new infections from this Pandemic. Since police officers are in touch with the community, they can help in promoting good hygiene practices. The World Health Organization recommends frequent hand washing. Police officers can promote this message in their community and create awareness of this life-saving practice. Good hygiene practices also include wearing a mask when in public places to minimize the risk of infection. Police officers are critical in implementing this law by always being on the lookout in public places, and this helps to minimise the risk of infection.
Police officers are also critical when it comes to manning the borders and entry points. They are working hand in hand with the healthcare workers to screen people. By doing so, they can identify the infected individuals and move them to health centers so that they will not interact with the general public-the the Police officers' help in managing the people, thus ensuring that those who need self-isolation do so (Carroll, 2020). Self-isolation is a new rule, and those who break it risk prosecution.  The officers help in ensuring that such persons have what is required during the mandatory fourteen-day period.
As essential service providers, police officers are always on call when it comes to answering the call of distress. As per the guidelines provided, when a person suspects that they have Coronavirus, they are supposed to make a call to a health facility so that they can be picked. This procedure is vital because it helps minimize the risk of infection. When a suspecting person makes such a call, police officers, together with healthcare workers, are on the frontline to attend to such a patient (Luscombe & McClelland, 2020). They ensure smooth coordination of the whole process from the suspected individuals’ home to the hospital.
The Coronavirus pandemic has had a significant effect on police officers together with their families. Police officers are now working long hours, exposing themselves to this highly infectious disease. Data shows that some police officers have been infected, and some have succumbed to this disease.  The police officers are not only risking their lives, but they are also risking the lives of their families and communities.  In the unfortunate event that a police officer is infected, they are more likely to affect their families (Drake & Altheimer, 2020). This new order of life is also taking an emotional toll on the families of police officers. Such families have to deal with an absent parent who has to work long hours away from home now. They have to deal with the uncertainty of the future for the parent in the event they get infected. The families also have to live with the constant fear of getting infected from their loved ones.
As Chief of police officers, providing leadership to the officers is essential during this Pandemic. With the rising need for more police officers, I would ensure that there is a new recruitment of officers in the police unit. This latest recruitment aims at having an efficient running system from the extra personnel. The police officers need to have additional powers at this time. It is no longer practical to arrest offenders and to take them to the magistrate for conviction (Luscombe & McClelland, 2020). Police officers need to have powers to convict an offender, especially offense relating to this Pandemic. Crimes such as breaching the isolation rule, failure to observe the social distance, and social gatherings need to be dealt with by officers on duty. Offenders can be fined on the spot or taken to jail.
Training of police officers during this time is essential. As new information is emerging daily regarding the Coronavirus, police officers also need to be equipped with what to do.  They need to understand the reasons why proper hygiene is essential during this time. According to Costa-Cabral et al. (2020), practicing proper hygiene is not only crucial for their health, but it also minimizes the risk of infection to their loved ones. The training should also include how to use protective wear and the reason protective wear is essential. Since the officers are on the frontline in this war against the Coronavirus, they need to be armed with protective gear against the virus. The protective equipment should be specially provided to those officers who are directly involved with screening patients who are at the borders.
As the chief officer, I would also allocate resources to help in this Pandemic. These resources include additional resource rooms equipped with staffs that are well resourced to help fight this virus.  Resource rooms could also be used as mandatory quarantine centers for persons entering the state from other states or for officers who have previously been in contact with infected people. Part of the resources should also be used to purchase face masks for the officers. The facemasks are important since they will be patrolling the area and meeting various people. It is a preventive measure that will help reduce infection. In this era of doom and gloom, police officers are not spared. Most of them have seen firsthand how patients are suffering from this virus. Police officers are also critical when it comes to assisting people in burying the dead or disposing of the body (Carroll, 2020). All these scenarios harm the mental state of police officers. As the chief officer, I will, therefore, avail counselling services to my officers. These psychological services will not only help them debrief the experiences that they have had, but it will also equip them with information and emotional strength that is needed for future involvement. Police officers who are equipped with counselling services will also be a great help to the community, especially those who are directly affected by the various.
Resources allocated by the police department for this virus can also be used for community outreach. The economic times have been tough for everyone this season, and it is tougher for the vulnerable. The police department can help the needy by meeting the basic needs that are essential for survival. Some of the needy people in our communities are not able to afford essential medicines that they depend on for survival.  Extending a hand to such individuals will go a long way in helping them survive.
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